Crisis in asthma care.
Reports of increases in both hospitalizations and deaths due to asthma have provided a sense of crisis in asthma care. This article examines issues concerning this sense of crisis. The authors review current trends in prevalence, morbidity, hospitalization, and mortality from asthma and examine possible reasons for changes that have occurred. A review of data suggesting that asthma can result in irreversible, chronic airway obstruction is presented. Finally, the authors discuss the role of the primary care physician in the management of asthma.